
•

DISTRIBUTION:
DDCI
Ext)
DCl/IC
DOI
DDS

DATE: 	 14 Feb
ITEM:
REF : NO,

irhnon nAmmn ” 4. 1, sv.ntlestati#

TOP	
ip,tig. UNCLASSIFIED

CO	 NTIAL	 UNCLASSIFI

PRESS ITEM FOR THE DCI

HR70-14

PDP(2) Attached is a story about the Agency that appeared in the
Chicago Tribune last Sunday. Thuermer and Maury have copies.

THUERMER

APPROVED FOR RELEASE 0
DATE: 29-Oct-2009

Comment:

* ha .fpitial and tentative reaotion of the
I to the attaohed item from tho newe

eervioee.

UNCLASSIFIED



•

Is the CIA
.1) elltr9i3

k.1-3

.uraderut?
By Saul Friedman

WASIIINGTON—Of all the brains
washed in the whirlpool of the Viet
Nam war, these in the Central . Intelli-
genet Agency have come out, well, rel-
atively clean.

When the Pentagon was telling us
that all the fiz!ht was about out of the
North Vietnamese and the National
Liberalion Front, the CIA was not so
sanguine.

AND LOis/G BEFORE then Secretary

of Defense Robert McNamara was ad-
miffing it in public, the CIA was saying
that bombing would not significantly
hamper the ability of the North Viet-
namese to fight.

i

All of which means that when Its
airline wasn't busy shuttling opium, the
CIA was right on its asseasmen ts of the
war, at letist some of the time. And it
displayed tome independent thought.

But even that limited record of suc-
cess may be jeopardized in the future,
says Rep. Lucien Nodal ID., Mich.),
Democratic chairman of the House sub-
committee which oversees intelligence
operations.

Nedzi has spent more than a year in
a private, intensive study of the na-
tion's intelligence organizations. cope-
daily the CIA.	 .

And now that its director, Richard
Helms, whom Nedzi considered a pro-
fessional . with no political axes to
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CHICAGO TRnurre - J.1 FEBRUARY 1973 grind, has been banished to the desert e...
—as ambassador to Iran—the corigress- r:;:;t
man worries that the White House is ', •
about to "compromise the intergrIty"
of the agency.	 • 1

More specifically, Nedzi and other
!members of Congress are concerned

that the agency may become a hand- ...
maiden of administration and Pentagon
policy, telling the White House only
what it 'wishes to henr.

SEVERAL MEMBERS of emigres- I.
atonal armed services comInittees, le- ;',...
eluding Nedzi, know how the White •,•:.,
House and the Pentagon . have Jugg led :.- •
their own intelligence estimates of So- • :
vita strangth—while ignoring more ac-
curate CIA figures—to justify requests
for new weapons systems.

You may . remember the frightening .• n•l'
Department of Defense estimates of the .., ....i
Soviet • SS-9 Intercontinental missile, i..
which were used as tho prime argu- ,.'

X0A.......s

CY.il -. CONTIIKIED
L.A. for the antiballistic mitslie sys-
tem. Well, the ARIA has all but sunk
from sight—and so has tin threat of
the SS-9.

Evidence that the White House may
Lo moving to take over the CIA for its
two purmes came to Nedzi last year
when the President atutotmeed an inlet-
ligeace reorganization to increase effi-
ciency, eliniinate waste, duplication,
and vorre interagency feuding.

Nedai conctdes that more coordlnat•
lag and reortunicalYsn may be be nee.
(wary. But he learned that none of the
eget:cies, VA even the CM, had been
eara. ustad ribald the renrgardratieo.

ne White House, when it ear.ounced
the reorganhation, kept racier the
rattle of the man t•ho plattr.ed It. It
slate has been learned that the author
ti (i.e plea was James R. Schlesinger,
Helms' sectersor.•

Se;ilesingor 104 assured concerned
members of the &nate Armed Services
Caiumit.ee Viet 1.:;:i CIA, V. '.'r l..IJ di-
ItvtivellP. will remain independent.'
Bet akepdeisrn remains.
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